(2) THE INERITANCE BY FAITH (Vss. 13-16)

Vs. 13 – The ancient promise made to Abraham and his descendants, that they should eventually POSSESS THE WORLD, was given not because of any achievements made through obedience to the Law, but because of the righteousness that had its root in faith (JDP).


In addition to showing what Abraham WAS (justified by faith), Paul shows what Abraham HAD (the divine promise of world possession). Both here and in Hebrews we have the inspired revelation of the apostles concerning the scope of the divine promise to Abraham. The
Universality of the blessing that was to come through Abraham is clearly stated in the promise that in thee shall ALL FAMILIES OF THE EARTH be blessed (Gen. 12:3) It is obvious from this that the whole human race was to be included in the saving benefits of Abraham’s SEED, the Lord Jesus Christ. However, as to possessions in terms of land, God said He would show him the land which was to belong to his seed. This He did as recorded in Gen. 15:18-21.

The writer to the Hebrews tells us that Abraham looked for more than just the land of promise with its defined boundaries. To him the land of promise was representative of a much larger possession even the world. It was faith that kept him journeying like a foreigner through the LAND OF PROMISE, with no more home than the tents which he shared with Isaac and Jacob, co-heirs with him of the promise. For Abraham’s eyes were LOOKING FORWARD TO THAT CITY WITH SOLID FOUNDATIONS OF WHICH GOD HIMSELF IS BOTH ARCHITECT AND BUILDER (Heb. 11:9, 10 JBP). Abraham knew what it was to live in a tent without a foundation that is lacking permanence. Furthermore, Abraham knew that there were no cities among men that had foundations for they all lacked that permanence that can only be had when a thing is FOUNDATIONED on RIGHTEOUSNESS. Only righteousness ENDURETH FOREVER.  (Psa. 111:3)
And the throne (rulership) is established BY RIGHTEOUSNESS (Prov. 16:12).

God gave Abraham vision concerning His ultimate purposes. The patriarchs died without receiving God’s promises, though THEY HAD SEEN THEM IN THE DISTANCE, had hailed them as true and WERE QUITE CONVINCED OF THEIR REALITY. They freely admitted that they lived on THIS EARTH as exiles and foreigners. Men who say that mean, of course, that their eyes are fixed upon their TRUE HOMELAND. If they had meant the particular country they had left behind, they had ample opportunity to return. No, the fact is that they longed for a BETTER COUNTRY ALTOGETHER, NOTHING LESS THAN A HEAVENLY ONE.  And BECAUSE OF THIS FAITH OF THEIRS, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for in sober truth HE HAS PREPARED FOR THEM A CITY (Heb. 11:13-16 JBP).

We learned in our last lesson that Abraham was the father of ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE, whether they were Jew or Gentile. To Abraham’s seed, the covenant nation of Israel was given a piece of territory IN the world. However, with the coming of the Seed , the promise made to Abraham was fulfilled in blessing all families of the earth and a new nation came into being in which there is neither Jew nor Greek which according to His promise, look for NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH,  wherein dwelleth RIGHTEOUSNESS  (2 Pet. 3:13). Those who are of the faith of Abraham are already in this new creation by new birth and are anticipating “the new earth.

This promise that Abraham and his seed should possess the world was made long before the giving of the Law and was made to depend on faith and no human merit. Abraham was not storing up merit points in obedience to a law imposed on him. He was living in a vital relationship to the God in Whom he believed.

Vs. 14, 15 – For if, after all, they who pin their faith to keeping the Law were to inherit GOD’S WORLD, it would make nonsence of faith in God himself, and destroy the whole point of the promise. For we HAVE ALREADY NOTED that the Law can produce no promise. For we HAVE ALREADY NOTED that the Law can produce no promise, ONLY THE THREAT OF WRATH TO COME. And, indeed, if there were no Law, the question of sin would not arise (JBP).

Paul has shown the absolute hopelessness of receiving anything from God through human obedience to law, the simple reason being that man cannot offer a satisfactory obedience. Remember, a partial obedience is not acceptable. Here is where men fool themselves. They think that because they are accommodating some of the law’s demands that this will pass for total obedience. Never. Paul discovered did this when the Holy Spirit put the finger on his one area of disobedience, namely, covetousness. Up until then he considered himself blameless (Phil. 3:6) When he saw that he had disobeyed the law he says it slew me (Rom. 7:11). Therefore, man can neither be justified by works or hope for any blessed future by works. When man puts himself under law  he guarantees himself wrath to come; when he receives righteousness by faith becomes an heir of God and inherits God’s world. The order is: Law – sin – wrath; faith – righteousness – inheritance!

Vs. 16 – “The whole thing, then, is a matter of FAITH ON MAN’S PART and GENEROSITY ON GOD’S. He gives the security of his own promise to ALL MEN who can be called children of Abraham, that is, both those who have lived in faith by the law, and those who have exhibited a faith like that of Abraham. To which group we belong, Abraham is in a real sense our father, as the Scripture says: A father of many nations I have made thee. (JBP)

The principle of grace is difficult for men to grasp. They realize that there is right and wrong. They feel they should do right. Since they do not do right completely, they fall back on the best they can, insisting that this should be acceptable to everyone, including God. They therefore build up a system of their own which has no actual validity. They even tampered with the Law of Moses and reduced it to a manageable form by all their accommodating modifications. However, God has declared that by the deeds of the Law (any law) there shall no flesh be justified in his sight (Rom. 3:20). Men will either be saved by God’s generosity or they will not be saved at all. We have dealt with all of this in past lessons, but as Paul keeps returning to this basic fact we must do so also.

Since man cannot saved by human law works, God must have another way if He is to have a saved people. The other way is Faith like the faith of Abraham. Abraham believed what God told him and walked in the confidence that God wold perform His Word. He saw God perform His Word in time, meeting him in various situations. He died believing that the things God said about the future would also come to pass. So it is with us. We have the faith of Abraham. We have believed in God through Jesus Christ and have experienced the fulfilment of His Word in our lives. We also believe that the things He has promised for the future will be performed.

There were those who lived under the Law of Moses who had the faith of Abraham and were not depending on their human law works for salvation. To such the promise is sure. There were and are, thousands of Gentiles, who know little or nothing of the Law of Moses, who have the faith of Abraham. To such also, the promise is sure!
(3) THE NATURE OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (Vss. 17-22)

In verse 16 Paul declares that Abraham is the Father of us all, referring, of course, to all those who are children of God, through the same kind of faith as Abraham exercised. In support of this statement he quotes Gen. 17:5 where God tells Abraham, “I have made thee a Father of many nations.”


This fatherhood of a great posterity was to be accomplished through the seed, who is Christ. Since Abraham was an old man when the promise of a seed was given to him, he had to believe that God was going to work a miracle to grant him offspring and so make possible the fulfilment of the promise of many nations. Under such humanly impossible circumstances, Abraham’s faith relationship to God becomes a model of justifying faith. The principles of Abraham’s faith are extremely important to believers of all time, and to these principles Paul now calls our attention. Later in the Chapter he will tell us that we must have the same kind of faith if we would be justified. Let us then look at the nature of Abraham’s faith.
(A) REVERENTIAL RECOGNITION – “Before him whom he believed.”  
Abraham knew with whom he was dealing. “Someone remarked to a minister, ‘it is so difficult to believe.’’ “To believe WHOM?” was the reply. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that HE IS, and that HE IS a rewarder of them that diligently seek HIM” Heb. 11:6) Abraham’s total being was involved in the faith process, but his faith was not first in a lot of intellectual propositions but in the living God.  “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD! (4:3). When you believe that GOD IS and know what has been revealed of His nature and power, it is then not difficult to believe what  GOD SAYS.  This order is simply stated in God’s word to Abraham – I AM THE ALMIGHTY GOD (that’s who and what He is): WALK BEFORE ME (life in the daily consciousness of His loving almightiness), and BE THOU PERFECT (become the kind of person that divine love can make us). (Gen. 17:1)
(B) DIVINE CHARACTER – “Who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”
God had promised Abraham a son. Both Abraham and Sarah were years beyond the time when children could be born to them. If they were to have a child it would be making the dead live. (JBP) God not only could do this, but He could speak of future events with us much certainty as though they were already past (Taylor). God could bring life out of Sarah’s dead womb and speak of the many nations that would proceed from that seed as though they were already actually in existence. This was the kind of God that  ABRAHAM BELIEVED!
(C) FAITH AND CIRCUMSTANCE – “Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be.”
 
Humanly considered, the possibility of Abraham and Sarah having a child was hopeless. If such a miracle was to take place Abraham must find another ground for hope. There was no ground for hope in the human situation. There was nothing there in which to have faith – faith which is the ground of hope. You can only really hope for something if there is the possibility of it happening, thus providing a ground for faith and trust. Turning from the hopelessness of the human condition, Abraham put his complete trust in that which was spoken by God. He moved from the hopeless human condition to the hope: inspiring promise of the God who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which are not as though they were. What was impossible with man was not only possible for God but assured to Abraham by God. So turning away completely from any basis of human hope, Abraham staked everything on the promise of God and believed God would fulfill His Word. This was the basis of Abraham’s hope.
(D) DEALING WITH SENSE OBSTACLES – “His faith never failed even when he noted the impotence of his own body (he being about a hundred years old) or the impotence of Sara’s womb. 

What God was going to do for Abraham was a supernatural thing. However, it was going to be done in the area of nature. He was going to do something in and with Abraham and Sarah which was opposed to the normal functioning of the human body. He was going to enable them to have a child when the normal conditions for having a child had long ceased to exist. Everything in the human situation said it was impossible. If faith was to be vital and operative he had to deal with this sense obstacle. The God who had established the normal order gave Abraham a word superseding the normal order. Abraham made a deliberate choice, considering all the facts. He had no illusions about himself and Sarah, but in full possession of all the facts of his and Sarah’s impotence, he believed the word of promise and believed God would give them a child.

Paul goes on to tell us something of the strength of Abraham’s faith. Paul says, he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief. There was a consistency which held a straight course. He did not stagger from side to side, one moment believing and the next unbelieving. Probably doubt is the equivalent of stagger here. He did not have an inner debate on the matter. He settled it in his heart. God had promised. There was nothing to debate.

Then we are told he was strong in faith or strengthened in faith. This could have two meanings. It might mean that as he held his position of trust in God his faith increased in strength and intensity. This is undoubtedly true. It might also mean that it was through his faith that he was physically strengthened by God to be enabled to perform the procreative act. It was from his own body NOW DEAD and from the DEADNESS of Sarah’s womb that Isaac was born. It was his faith in the God who QUICKENETH THE DEAD that gave the supernatural strength to Abraham to beget and to Sarah to conceive and bear a child.
(E) FAITH’S FIXED POSITION – “Giving glory to God. And being fully persuaded that what God had promised, he was able to perform.

Abraham vocalized his faith: “He praised God for this blessing before it ever happened” (Taylor). Just as he ignored the sense obstacles to his faith – his impotent body and Sarah’s dead womb; so he ignored the absence of any sense proof of God’s promise as having anything to do with the exercise of his faith. Before there was any sense evidence that God’s word was being fulfilled in the area of the physical. Abraham gave glory to God for the son not yet conceived or born.

This was not based on some illusion but on the promise of God. Abraham’s confidence in God was such, that he was fully persuaded that what God had promised, he was able also to perform. His praise was based on a faith which in turn was firmly placed in an omnipotent God who could not and would not fail to do what he had promised. True faith is always based on God and His Word.
